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FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 

OFFIQE  OF  FOREIGN-  AGRJCULTURAL  RELATIONS 

UNITED  STATES  PEPARTA4ENT  Of  ^ 
WASHINGTON^  D,0, 

^GRICULTDRE 

^  1-52  March  17,  1952 

MOVH^^EMT  OF  WOOL  FROM  SOUTKEiM  HE14ISPHERS 

One-fifth  less  wool  moved  from  the  5  principal  Southern  Hemisphere 
countries  in  the  I95I-52  season  through  December  than  for  the  same  period  in 
the  1950-51  season.    The  reduction  in  exports  am.ounted  to  I54  million  pounds, 
in  spite  of  heavier  movement  from  New  Zealand  as  a  result  of  special  sales  in 
August,  reflecting  slower  sales  of  the  current  clip  in  all  markets  particularly 
in  Argentina  and  Uruguay, 

Of  the  total  wool  exports  from  the  5  principal  co-untries  for  the  I95I-52 
season  through  Decem.ber,  II5  million'  pounds,  actual  v/eight,  were  destined  for 
the  United  States  according  to  preliminary  data  available  to  the  Office  of 
Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,    This  is  a  decrease  of  about  28  percent  from 
the  movement  to  this  country  for  the  same  period  last  year,    txports  this 
season  have  been  about  the  same  as  the  July-December  1948  exports  when  the 
wool  textile  industry  in  this  country  underv/ent  a  slight  recession  but  are  well 
below  the  level  of  the  imm.ediate  postwar  ye^irs. 

Total  exports  from  the  5  countries  amounted  to  603  million  pounds  compared 
to  757  million  pounds  for  the  comparable  montlis  of  the  previous  season.  The 
United  States  took  about  19  percent  of  the  total  in  1951-52  and  about  21  percent 
in  the  two  previous  seasons.    In  comparison  exports  to  the  United  States 
amounted  to  about    23  percent  of  the  appreciably  larger  exports  for  the  three 
seasons  starting  v;ith  19A6. 

Exports  from  Australia  for  the  period  were  down  about  22  percent  reflect- 
ing lower  production  this  season  and  the  absence  of  Joint-Organization  stocks. 
The  special  sales  beginning  on  August  I5  'in  New  Zealand  for  the  purpose  of 
disposing  of  I95O-5I  clip  not  sold  due  to  the  dock  workers  strike  caused  - 
exports  for  the  period  to  increase  approximately  100  percent  for  the  period, 
however  the  current  clip  is  selling  'at  about  the  sam^e  rate  as  in  Australia, 
Sales  and  exports  from,  the  Union  of  South  Africa  are  progressing  fairly  v;ell. 
Although  14  percent  below  the  record  movem.ent  of  last  year  exports  are  equal  to 
these  of  the  1949-50  season  through  December. 

Season  begins  July  1  in  Australia,  Nev/  Zealand,  and  the  Union  of  South  Africa, 
and  October  1  in  Argentina  and  Uruguay, 

For  information  on  wool  production  by  countries,  see  FT/J  5-51,  Foreign  Agriculture 
Circular,  "World  Wool  Production  in  1951,"  November  26,  1951. 
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The  big  decrease  in  movement  thus  far  in  the  season  has  occurred  in 
Argentina  and  Uruguay  where  only  small  amounts  have  been  expoi^ted,  largely 
old  clip  woolo    Exports  from  both  these  countries  are  down  over  85  percent 
from  last  year  reflecting  the  stagnation  in  those  wool  markets  as  a  result  of 
depressed  conditions  in  the  world  v/ool  markets  and  the  tendency  of  ;-rowers  to 
withhold  for  higher  prices. 

Exports  for  the  season  from  the  Southern  Hemisphere  were  down  about  3O 
percent  to  tha  United  Kingdom  and  Canada,  27  percent  to  Gennany,  and  46  percent 
to  Belgium,    Exports  vrere.down  only  4  percent  to  France  and  increased  slightly 
to  Italy  ^^Jllile  movement  to  Japan  was  up  about  50  percent. 

Practically  the  entire  1951-52  clip  of  Uruguay  and  Argentina  and  about 
one-third  of  the  3  Southern  Dominian  clips  remained  on  hand  at  the  end  of 
February,     Supplies  are  apparently  adequate  to  meet  export  demand  for  the 
remainder  of  the  season,  however,  a  pinch  may  occur  in  fine  wools  later  on  in 
the  season,  .  South  Africa's  fine  wool  is  moving  out  normally,  Australia' s  fine 
wool  on  hand  is  less  than  at  thj.s  tLme  last  year,    Argentina  will  consume 
dom.estically  m.ost  of  its  fine  wooD.s  and  a  shift  in  production  to  coarser  grades 
in  Uruguay  makes  less  fine  wool  available  there  than  in  former  years. 

United  States  Im.ports  of  Wool 


United  States  imports  of  dutiable  apparel  wools  are  presented  on  a 
calender  year  basis  and  are  not  comparable  to  expert  data  shown  in  the  preceding 
tables.     Compared  v/ith  1950,  imiports  of  total  dutiable  apparel  vrool  in  1951 
increased  by  nearly  7  percent,  however  imports  of  carpet  types  decreased  by  about 
64  percent,  (not  shown  on  table)  for  a  total  decrease  of  25  percent  or  fromt  7l6 
million  pounds  to  540  million  pouiids. 

As  the  movement  data  for  the  last  half  of  1951  indicated.  United  States 
imports  for  the  year  increased  by  37  percent  from.  Australia,  16  percent  from 
New  Zealand,  and  91  percent  from  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  while  decreases 
of  22  percent  and  Ai.2  percent  were  shcvm  for  im.ports  from  Uruguay  and  Argentina, 

United  States  Imports  of  Tops 

United  States  mports  of  tops  of  hair,  v/nich  are  practically  all  sheep's 
wool,  in  the  final  quarter  of  1951  totaled  2,218  thousand  pounds  com.pared  with 
1,218  thousand  pounds  in  the  sam.e  quarter  of  1950  for  an  increase  of  82  percent. 
At  the  same  time  imports  from.  Argentina  and  Uruguay,  the  chief  source  of  United 
States  top  imports,  increased  by  about  68  percent.    Other  suppliers  of  tops  are 
the  United  Kingdom,  Australia,  Italy  and  some  of  the  Vj'estern  European  countries. 
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TOPS  OF  HAIR  l/:    United  States  Iinports  from  Argentina 

and  Uruguay  and  total  all  countries 
by  months. 


Argentina 

\  Uruguay 

\  Others 

:  Total  all 

Period 

'  

:  ccuntrios 

:      Quant  it  7/ 

Quantity 

:  Value 

:  Quantity 

:  (000 

:        ( 000 

:  (000 

:  (000 

:  pounds) 

:  pounds) 

:  pounds) 

:  pounds) 

1950-51  Season 

uct/Ooer 

:  209 

66 

:  109 

:  384 

Novcmbei- 

:  253 

:  66 

:  32 

:  351 

December 

:  119 

:  111 

: 

:  433 

Sub-Total 

:  5SI 

■  243 

:  394 

:  1,213 

January 

:  777 

r  250 

:  68 

:  1,095 

February 

217 

-  P<- 

:  402 

:  671 

March 

57o 

112 

:  534 

:  1,024 

April 

:  233 

:  76 

!  273 

:  582 

Mav 

-L-?5 

:  -L:J3 

June 

471 

:  340 

196 

1,007 

July  : 

420  : 

831  : 

163  . 

1,414 

August 

352  : 

537  : 

303  : 

1,342 

Sept^:mber  : 

89  : 

2L1  : 

127  : 

L51 

4,020  : 

2  ,9S7  : 

2,393  : 

9.400 

1951-52  Season  j 

October  : 

147  \ 

638  : 

532  : 

1,317 

November  • 

63  : 

212  : 

201  : 

476 
42J5 

December  : 

142  : 

17?  : 

104  : 

Sub-Total  : 

352  : 

1.029  : 

2.21? 

1/  Includes  tops  of  camel  hair,  mohair,  wool,  alpaca,  and  vicuna. 
(Practically  all  sheep's  v.'ool.) 
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REIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 

OFFICE  aF  FOREIGN   AGRICULTURAL  RELATIONS 
UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
WASHINGTON,  D.C. 


F/^  2-52  June  16,  1952 

WORLD  WOOL  PRODUCTION  IN  1952 

World  vrool  production  in  1952  is  estimated  at  4,070  million  pounds, 
grease  basis,  an  increase  of  approximately  70  million  pounds  over  the 
revised  1951  total  according  to  the  semi-annual  wool  report  of  the  Office 
of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,    ivorld  wool  production  has  maintained  a 
slow  upward  trend  since  the  1947  low  of  3,710  million  pounds  and  in  1952 
is  expected  to  exceed  the  wartime  average,  but  is  not  up  to  the  peak 
production  of  4,200  in  1941.    This  estimate  includes  both  apparel  and 
carpet  wool  and  is  on  a  grease  basis. 

Generally  favorable  weather  conditions  since  1947  over  most  of  the 
world  has  allowed  a  steady  increase  in  world  sheep  niirabers.    Numbers  were 
estimated  at  808  million  head  at  the  beginning  of  1952  by  this  Office,  an 
increase  of  4  percent  over  1951*    This  is  considered  a  maximum  gain  on  a 
world  basis  and  is  the  result  of  a  continual  increase  in  wool  prices  from 
1945  until  the  break  in  March  of  1951,    Both  sheep  numbers  and  wool  pro- 
duction in  1952  are  expected  to  exceed  the  prewar  and  wartime  averages  in 
all.  continental  totals  with  the  exception  of  the  North  American  and  African, 

The  greater  number  of  sheep  was  expected  to  produce  even  more  wool 
than  is  now  indicated  for  1951  and  forecast  for  1952,    However,  serious 
drought  in  Australia,  Union  of  Sout,h  Africa,  and  Argentina,  three  of  the 
five  major  wool  producing  countries  of  the  world,  has  reduced  the  fleece 
weight  and  quality  to  a  considerable  extent.    It  is  still  too  early  to 
accurately  gauge  the  full  effect  the  recent  drought  has  had  on  1951 
production  and  to  forecast  the  continued  influence  on  1952  production. 
Receipts  of  wool  into  the  auction  from  Australian  producers  for  10  months 
of  the  current  season,  however,  are  nearly  50  million  pounds  under  receipts 
in  the  same  period  a  year  earlier. 


Based  upon  estimates  of  the  spring  clip  in  the  Northern  Hemisphere  combined 
with  that  produced  in  the  season  beginning  July  1  or  October  1  of  the  same 
year  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere,    Pulled  wool  is  included  for  most  countries 
at  its  greasy  equivalent.    World  wool  production  is  summarized  twice  each 
year.    The  next  summary  will  be  in  November  at  vdiich  time  the  outturn  of 
the  clip  will  be  revised. 
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Output  of  both  shorn  and  pulled  wool  in  the  United  States  this  year 
is  expected  to  total  about  260  millon  pounds,  an  increase  of  10  million 
pounds  over  1951*  reflected  the  increase  in  sheep  numbers  and  heavier 
average  fleece  weightsa    The  more  favorable  prices  for  wool  and  lamb  pro- 
duction which  brought  about  the  increase  in  the  United  States  has  not  yet 
been  ref].ected  in  Canada,  where  wool  production  is  expected  to  remain  the 
same  in  1952  as  in  1951o 

Wool  production  in  countries  of  Western  j^urope  continues  to  increase 
gradually  and  is  now  forecast  at  about  the  same  as  in  prev/ar  and  nearly 
10  percent  above  the  1941-45  average. 

Significant  gains  have  been  made  in  Iran  and  Turkey  over  prewar  and 
a  notable  increase  is  forecast  for  production  in  India  in  1952, 

In  Argentina  drought  has  reduced  fleece  weight  and  some  shift  from 
sheep  to  cattle  is  again  taking  place  in  the  northern  .>art  of  tlie  country. 

Wool  production  is  expected  to  be  maintained  in  Uruguay,  However, 
overgrazing,  because  of  the  record  number  of  sheep,  and  the  present  stalemate 
in  wool  marketing  in  both  Uruguay  and  Argentina  nay  bring  about  some 
reduction  from  the  current  forecasto 

In  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  as  noted,  drought  has  curtailed  production 
in  the  current  season  and  the  world  outlook  for  wool  prices  r.ay  not  encourage 
a  return  to  the  higher  levels  of  the  prewar  period  as  was  forr.erly  expected. 

Marketing  in  Australia  confirms  the  earlier  reduction  in  the  estimate 
of  the  1951  clip  and  favorable  weather  must  prevail  if  the  forecact  of 
1,100  million  pounds  is  realised. 

Wool  production  is  expected  to  be  higher  in  1952  than  in  1951  for 
New  Zealand^    Sheep  numbers  are  up  and  grazing  conditions  are  relatively 
stable  in  that  country. 

Long  and  Short  Term  Trends  in  Wool  Production 

It  appears  that  world  wool  production  has  stabilized  near  the  4  billion 
pound  mark,  after  several  seasons  in  which  moderate  gains  have  been  made, 
These  gains  have  come  about  under  very  favorable  economic  conditions,  the 
chief  long  tem  factor  and  were  made  j^ossible  by  relatively  favorable 
weather  over  most  of  the  world,  the  foremost  short  term  factor  affecting 
wool  production. 

Now  that  stocks  of  wool  accumulated  d^iring  the  war  have  been  depleted 
the  rate  of  consumption  \d.ll  be  determined  by  current  production  and  as  a 
result  production  trends  have  assumed  greater  im;.>ortance.    The  short  term 
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outlook  for  production  is  around  /+  billion  pounds  or  less  depending  upon 
the  weather  and  feed  conditions  which  are,  as  indicated,  the  chief  short 
terra  factor  affecting  world  wool  output.    There  probably  will  be  some  minor 
dislocations  in  price,  supply,  and  consumption  as  the  present  accumulation 
of  wool  in  Latin  America  but  over  a  period  of  two  or  so  years  these 
fluctuations  will  be  evened  out,  and  a  return  to  prewar  relationships  in 
production,  consumption  and  stocks  is  likely.    The  availability  of  synthetic 
fibers  to  supplement  wool  will  most  probably  have  the  affect  of  tempering 
the  wide  fluctuation  in  wool  prices  and  the  ratio  of  virgin  wool  to  other 
fibers  used  will  be  determined  largely  by  price. 

In  addition  to  economic  factors^  other  influence  on  wool  products  over 
a  long  period  are  application  of  knowledge  gained  through  research  on 
breeding,  nutrition,  and  land  improvement  and  management,  and  the  opening  up 
of  new  land  areas  to  sheep  farming.    As  the  implementation  of  these  factors  is 
dependent  upon  favorable  earnings  in  the  past  and  prospects  for  a  continuation 
of  the  same  conditions  in  the  future  the  level  of  wool  production  will  depend 
largely  on  the  independent  appraisal  of  the  relative  advantages  of  sheep 
and  wool  over  other  interprises  by  the  sheep  raiser, 

Mejcimum  gains  in  production  have  been  made  since  1948  as  wool  prices 
have  become  increasingly  favorable  but  along  with  this  increase  the  costs 
of  production  have  gone  up  and  if  present  levels  of  production  are  to  be 
maintained  the  long  term  average  price  will  have  to  be  fairly  high.    If  any 
increase  is  to  come  about  in  the  next  decade  it  probably  will  come  in 
countries  of  the  Northern  Hemisphere  where  production  is  now  at  a  low 
level  and  not  in  the  major  exporting  countries  of  the  Southern  Hemisphere 
where  large  gains  have  already  been  made  in  the  last  four  years  as  a  result 
of  favorable  prices. 

This  is  one  of  a  series  of  articles  on  world  agricultural  production  approved 
by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  Committee  on  Foreign  Crop 
and  Livestock  Statistics,    It  is  based  in  ryart  upon  U,S,  Foreign  Service 
reports. 
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FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 

OFFICE  OF  FOREIGN   AGRICULTURAL  RELATIONS 
UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
WASHINGTON,  D.G 


FW  3-52 


July  14,  1952 


WORLD  TRADE  IN  RAW  WOOL  IM  I95O  M^D  1951 


World  trade  in  raw  wool,^  in  X951,  estimated  at  approxdjaately  2^2 
billion  pounds,  vrais  down  about  5OO  million  pounds  from  1950  and  about  100 
million  pounds  below  the  1935-39  average,  according  to  information  available 
to  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.    The  volume  of  trade  in 
1951  was  the  lowest  of  any  year  since  World  War  II  reflecting  depressed 
conditions  in  the  world  textile  industry  and  in  raw  material 'markets  in 
most  of  1951, 

Trade  in  wool  for  the  most  part  is  between  the  5  major  producing 
countries  of  the  Southern  Hemisphere.  (Australia,  New  Zeland,  Union  of 
South  Africa,  Argentina,  and  Uruguay;  and  the  United  States,  United  Kingdom, 
Belgium,  German^/,  France,  Italy,  and  Japan,    Consuming  countries,  particu- 
larly the  United  States,  have  become  even  more  dependent  upon  Southern 
Hemisphere  supplies  by  virtue  of  decreased  production  of  wool  3:n  tlie  more 
populous  areas  and  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere « 

aw  WOOL:    International  Trade,  Averages  1935-39  and  I946-5O, 

Annual  1950  and  1951. 
(acutal  weight) 


Continent 

!     Average         :  Average 
t      1935-39        :  1946-50 

:  19501/ 

\       1951  1/' 

!  Exports! 

Import  s ; Export  s  i 

•Imports, 

, Expo rt s : Impo  rb  s ! 

Exports; 

Imports 

* 

!    Mil.  I 
I  '  lbs,  . 

.    Mil,  :  Mil, 
lbsj_  :    lbs,  ' 

{  Mil, 
!  lbs. 

!    Ml,  :  -Mil. 
1    lbs,  :  lbs. 

!  lal'o 
•     lb  S  c. 

Mil, 

'•  Mi' 

North  America  : 
Europe  : 
U.S.S.R,  : 

Asia  : 
South  America  : 
Africa  : 
Oceania  ; 
Total 


7 

216 

124 
454 
259 


246 
1,801 
67 
203 
5 


2.322 


53 
152 

2/ 

94 
527 
269 
1.470 


823 

V  43 
52 
10 
10 
1 


2,565T^ ^.694 


10 
161 

2/ 
128 

571 
212 


728 

1,831  : 

y    50  : 

89  5 

8  : 

2  : 

2Z 


2 

97 

2/ 

56 

239 
196 
:  1.23/1  t 


585- 
4  1' 528: 

y  -42 
132 
2/ 

4 

2/ 


2.708  ;  1.824  ;  2.291 


1/  Preliminary.    2/  Not  available,    y  Based  on  exports  from  priiiiary  sources, 

for  information  on  world  wool  production,  by  countries,  see  Foreign  Agriculture 
Circular  FW  2-52,    For  seasonal  movement  data  through  March  and  U.S,  imports, 
see  JW  4-52,  both  available  from  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations, 
U.S,  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D,  C, 


Review  of  1951 


The  volume  of  business  and  prices  had  reached  very  high  levels  in  the 
last  half  of  1950,  and  when  sales  resumed  in  January  1951  prices  continued 
their  upward  spiral  until  an  all-time  high  v/as  reached  in  mid-ilarch.  After 
the  price  break  in  March,  prices  proceeded  downward  \fith  some  fluctuation 
throughout  the  rest  of  the  year.    Large  purchases  made  at  high  price  in 
late  1950  and  early  1951  accounted  for  the  bulk  of  wool  reaching  importing 
countries  in  1951t    Purchases  after  March  were  li.^ht  in  Australia  and 
South  Africa  as  offerings  were  practically  exhausted  and  buj-ers  v.'ere  vrary 
because  of  falling  prices.    New  Zealand  was  in  the  midst  of  a  dock  strike 
which  had  forced  authorities  to  suspend  wool  auctionSe    At  the  same  tine, 
the  government  of  Argentina,  by  requiring  export  permits  indicating  a 
selling  price  at  March  levels,  virtually  halted  trade  from  that  country. 
In  Uruguay,  the  remaining  major  exporting  country,  supplies  of  desirable 
wool  were  at  a  minimum  for  the  remainder  of  the  seasonp    Thus,  supplies 
available  for  purchase  were  limited  in  the  first  half  of  1951  by  heav;,' 
purchases  in  the  last  half  of  1950  and  by  the  taking  out  of  consumption 
channels  as  a  result  of  transportation  difficulties  on  the  one  hand  govern- 
ment intervention  on  the  other. 

An  uncertain  market  was  the  chief  feature  of  the  wool  situation  in  the 
last  half  of  1951.    As  indicated,  prices  worked  downward  in  this  period 
because  of  reduced  consumption  in  most  countries.    The  failure  of  prices  to 
stabilize  caused  a  postponement  of  purchases  and  a  working  down  of  stocks 
in  consuming  countries  to  the  detriment  of  international  movement. 

Movement  into  the  United  States  was  down  by  I30  million  pounds  from 
the  1950  level,  vrtiile  imports  into  continental  Europe  and  the  United  Kingdom 
were  reduced  from  1,8  billion  pounds  in  1950  to  I.5  billion  pounds  in  1951» 

Reduced  imports  reflect  for  the  most  part  a  reduction  in  consumption 
of  about  the  same  magnitude.    World  consumption  in  1951  was  15,9  percent 
below  1950,  and  world  trade  decreased  by  15,4  percent  in  the  same  period. 
There  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  wool  production  in  some  of  the  major 
consuming  countries  and  a  slight  running  down  of  trade  stocks  at  the  sane 
time.    This,  coupled  with  a  greater  use  of  allied  fibers,  resulted  in  a 
total  output  of  textile  and  items  not  greatly  reduced  from  1950,    The  ratio 
of  allied  fibers  (synthetic  fibers,  re-used  and  re-worked  wool  etc,)  to 
virgin  wool  consumed  increased  month  by  month  during  1951  until  December 
when  the  trend  reversed  as  the  price  of  wool  became  more  competitive  with 
synthetic.    The  substitution  of  allied  fibers  was  more  pronounced  in  the 
carpet  industry  than  in  the  apparel  sector. 

Exports  from  countries  in  the  Near  and  i:iddle  -^st,  which  produce 
predominantly  coarse  and  carpet  wools,  were  reduced  from  12?  million  in 
1950  to  55  million  pounds  in  1951.    Exports  from  the  Union  of  South  Africa 
did  not  change  materially  in  the  two  years  as  the  demand  for  that  country's 
fine  wools  has  remained  strong. 


Movement  out  of  Australia  in  1951  was  dovm  about  ,200  million  pounds 
reflecting  complete  disappearance  of  wartime  stocks  and  a  slower  market 
in  the  second  quarter  of  l?^!^    The  strike  of  dock  workers  in  New  Zealand 
caused  a  slow  down  in  movement  from  that  country  in  1951,  although  special 
sales  later  in  the  year  disposed  of  this  wool,  movement  in  the  12  month 
was  reduced  from  392  million  pounds  to  3IS  million  pounds. 

The  greatest  decrease  occurred  in  the  movement  of  wool  from  Argentina 
and  Uni^uay.  v/here  exports  declined  by  33O  million  pounds  from  1950«  The 
1950  exports  were  high  because  of  carry-over  from  the  previous  year,  hov^- 
ever,  and  because  of  the  failure  of  the  failure  of  the  government  and 
producer  in  these  countries  to  recognize  the  lower  world  price  for  wool  in 
1951,  by  the  end  of  that  year  less  than  15  percent  of  the  clip  had  been 
exported. 


HI 


I 


03 
-P 
U 


o 


_»-<^  • 

CV  m 

H  8j 


l-l  t» 
cv 


cv  \£)  v£) 
CV 
CV 


CV  sr  ''^ 


>^  >  >r> 


8^ 

CV  >ri 

H  CV 


tX)  O  CV  O  vO 

iri  CO  o  f>^  o  ^ 

I\vo  r-     CV  CD 

CV  O 


o-\  Q  O  C»- 

iH  O  ^ 

CO  O  H 
CV 


O  -«3-  CV 


8cn         o  a-     CM  o 
^  f^H^  ^      ^  - 

CV  ^^sO  rH  ^^^f^l  •>* 

rH  nX3  — 

CV 


Q  O  O 

rH  rH 


O  rH 


CV 


nD  its 
vO  00 


CO  O  CV  o 

vO  en  H 

vr  v>  CO 


CV  CV 


c  r-  CV  I 

rH  >^  UM 

o  3^-  CO  I 


CV 


CV 
CV 


a-  g  >^ 


CO  CO  O  I 


SrH  O  C 
C^  vTv. 
CV  CO  >r> 


vr>  C\  rH  00 

CV  <v 


CO 


CV 

CV  ^ 


O 


O 


o 


8j 


800  op  CV        op  CN 

rl^  ^  "5  P-»oo^ 

r-iyO  CO  rH 


COsOO^OOrH      r^oo>/^  Ko 
00  cr  a-    corn  >j 

m  C5  ^         r^^'i  r\>f\\C^ 


o  o 


I 


sj 


O  CV  LTN 

CM     rv  C 


CV 

O  lA 


* 

cn 

CV 

00 


r-  rH 

ITS  CO 


00     nO  O 


rHr-^    ^  ODCrr\cV^Q- 

«Kf^Jn^        •«    %    «i    ■«      rrg        •                   ^  ^  ^ 

rHOo                cosDc^c^  toooor-c^  >O^W^O 

rH            rH            \S{n  C^-v*^  ^(NVN 

rv                           >J  rH  rH  >A 


rH  CC  ^  sO        \  vO  ir.       >0  ' 


<v 
o 


H  8j 


00  o 


C^ 


vO  >rv 
O 


sf  Cd"^^     &  ^ 


rH 

•35  00  nO  ^  _  _ 

v2  r>  CV  (T-  o 

CO  rH  fV 


K-\  O  vO 

o  vo  "A 


r-  op  _ 
^  Q 


rv         H  CV 


U 


-9 
«8J 


rH  CO 


^00 


O  CV  -4- 
H  CV 


gmr^C^CTxrHCV  lACV  C^vO 
>J-O00v*(T.r-Ntrr>rHCN 
Of^vOOrHOC^f'NO^C^rH 

O  >C  H  nO  s 
CV  CV 


00  00  rH  VA      vf  sD  iTi-^r^CT^C^ 
C3r^rr\ojoocvco 


C^  1 


*A  CV 

O  lA 
>*  CV 


OOvCCVvOr^rHCVvOC^XCC 
rH  r-t  r-i  (\ 


H  8j 


VA 

CV 


cv^c^ 


cn>£)vjOr^OO»AO 

00  rH        lA  kA  lA 

rH  O       cv  VA 


CT^  CV  O  Op  fV 
O  C^  r-i  «^  O  CO 

r~-  CO  >A  <3  <?•  CV 


00  C  c?>  CV  b-  t-  ^ 

rH  sO  rH         rV  C  rH 


CO 


0^ 
kA 


t-i  r-i 


CV 


CV 


o 

o 

s 

0) 

c 

•H 

c 


•3 


m 
s> 
■p 

to 

O 

•H 
C 

3 


o 

VA 
lA 
• 


« 

lA 
rH 
CV 


-3 

-p 
o 


o 

C8  rH 
OQ 
O 

•rt  «  -C 

bo  b£  U 


03  rH  H  03 

cB  m  o 


cud 


c  o 

a)  V 

i  e 

o 

a  c 


OCrH  iH 

§  s3 

a:  M  i-i 


99 
T3 
C 

d 

r-i 

s: 
p 
c 
z 


4  « 


*  Id 


d  c  =  c  c  « 

E  d  -P  cS  -rt  -O 

5  £  £  (£  cn  ^  w 


rH  it: 
■P 


T3  rH  '3 
C    C  P 

£=2 


a: 
n 
n 


vD     00  ta  o  o 


\ 


FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 

IllliiiiilP^  RELATl  ONS 

UNITED  STATES   DEPARTMENT  OF  ACPlCUuTURE 
WASHINGTON!,  D.G. 


^  August  4,  1952 

MOVaiET^T  OF  WOOL  FROM  SOUTHiiRN  HEMISPH^HE  ■ 

Movement  of  the  I95I-52  wool  clip  of  the  major  plK)ducing  countries  of 
the  Southern  Hemisphere  has  been  at  a  lower  rate  than  in  the  previous 
season*    Total  exports  for  the  season  through  March  3I,  1952  were  1,171 
million  pounds  compared  to  exjMDrts  of  1,370  million  pounds  for  the  same 
period  last  season  a  decrease  of  xiearly  15  percent,  and  1,538  million 
pouiKis  through  March  of  the  I949-5O  season,  according  to  preliminary  data 
available  to  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations, 

Esqjorts  from  all  5  countries  for  the  period  were  below  exports  of  the 
previous  season  with  the  exception  of  New  Zealand  where  a  dock  strike  in 
early  1951  halted  shipments  for  that  season, 

Carryin  stocks  on  July  1  of  I95I  were  larger  than  those  of  the  previous 
July  because  of  the  dock  strike  and  the  slowing  down  of  sales  after  the 
price  break  in  March  of  1951.    Production  was  also  up  slightly  making 
availabilities  for  export  somewhat  larger  in  the  1951-52  season  than  in 
1950-51,    World-wide  recession  in  the  wool  textile  industry  and  the  cautious 
attitude  of  buyers  created  less  demand  for  wool  in  the  major  exporting 
countries  resulting  in  decreased  trade  in  raw  wool. 

Movement  out  of  Australia  was  down  by  14  percent  for  the  period, 
reflecting  for  the  most  part  smaller  supplies  as  a  result  of  production 
decreases.    In  New  Zealand,  as  noted,  movement  was  up,  nearly  75  percent 
reflecting  the  two-fold  impact  of  the  dock  strike  which  curtailed  movement 
in  the  1950-51  season  and  increased  the  carry-over  at  the  end  of  the  season. 
There  was  little  change  in  exports  from  the  Union  of  South  Africa.  Sales 
and  e:qx)rts  in  the  three  Dominions  where  free  auctions  exists  have  been 
maintained  at  an  exceptionally  high  level  considering  the  lower  rate  of 
world  consumption. 

Season  begins  July  1,  in  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  the  Union  of  South 
Africa,  and  October  1  in  Argentina  and  Uruguay,    For  information  of  wool 
production,  by  countries  see  PW-2-52,  '•World  Wool  Production  in  1952," 
"World  Trade  in  Raw  Wool"  is  available  in  M- 3- 5 2  and  current  seasonal 
wool  movement  data  are  included  in  the  weekly  "Foreign  Crops  and  Markets", 
all  available  from  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  U,  S, 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D,  C, 
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The  big  decrease  in  movement  through  March  of  the  I95I-52  season  has 
occurred  in  Arr:entina  and  Uru^^uaj^,  -where  the  failure  of  producers  to 
recognize  the  lower  level  of  world  wool  prices,  has  kept  wool  off  the 
jnarket  and  reduced  expor*ts  by  about  80  and  85  percent  respectively  from 
the  previous  season. 

The  distribution  of  the  Southern  Hemisphere  clip  among  the  chief 
consuming  comitries  for  the  period  showed  considerable  change  from  the 
previous  season.    Only  France.  Japan ^  and  Italy  received  more  wool  this 
season  than  in  1950-51..    Exports  to  the  United  States  and  Bel/yjum  from  all 
major  coimtries  were  down  by  about  31  percent,  the  largest  decrease  for 
chief  consuming  countries.    Exports  were  down  by  near]^  6  percent  to  the 
United  Kingdom  and  by  about  20  percent  to  Canada  and  Germany.    The  decrease 
of  about  15  percent  from  all  countries  is  of  about  the  same  magnitude  as 
the  reduction  in  world  consum.ption  in  calender  year  1951. 

Later  data  indicates  that  during  the  I95I-52  season  through  Hay,  the 
five  principal  Southern  Hendsphere  exporting  countries  had  exported  11 
percent  less  vrool  than  during  the  corresponding  period  in  the  1950-51 
season,    Australia  had  exported  11  percent  less  than  a  year  earlier: 
Argentina,  79  percent  less;  and  Uruguay,  75  percent  less.    New  Zealand 
exported  3.7  percent  more  in  the  period  and  the  Union  of  South  Africa  exported 
11  percent  more  than  in  the  1950-51  season  through  May, 

This  lag  in  marketing  during  the  current  season  has  resulted  in 
important  accumulation  of  wool  in  some  countries.    The  estimated  supply  of 
unsold  wool  on  hand  on  July  1,  1952  in  the  five  principal  Southern  Hemisphere 
countries  was  about  3IO  million  pounds,  clean  basis,  compared  with  around 
170  million  pounds  at  the  same  time  a  year  earlier.    In  Argentina  and  Uruguay 
the  total  supply  available  for  export  on  July  1  this  year  is  more  than  three 
times  as  large  as  a  year  earlier. 

Recent  government  action  in  Argentina  and  a  continuation  of  the 
program  in  Uruguay  to  stimulate  exports  through  exchange  rate  manipulation 
and  tax  concessions  is  making  this  accumulation  available  for  consumption 
in  the  itorim  between  the  opening  of  the  Australian  and  South  African  auction 
in  September  and  the  New  Zealand  auction  in  November,    Although  the  South 
American  wools  are  predominate]^  crossbrods  the  availability  of  this  wool 
has  eased  the  market  and  any  appreciable  upspring  in  prices  at  the  opening 
of  the  Dominion  markets  in  September  is  not  anticipated. 

World  wool  supplies  will  probably  be  adequate  barring  unforeseen 
international  crisis  during  the  next  twelve  months  and  the  addition  of  the 
South  America  accumulation  to  the  current  clip  practically  precludes  any 
large  increase  in  price  over  present  levels* 


-  4  - 

United  States  Import g 

United  States  imports  of  apparel  wool  are  presented  on  a  calender 
year,  clean » content,  basis,  by  grade  category  in  order  to  show  the 
significance  of  the  major  producing  countries  as  a  source  of  supply  for 
this  country.    United  States  consumption  of  apparel  class  wool  in  1951 
dropped  to  377  million  pounds  compared  with  437  in  1950,  vrtiile  imports 
increased  from  248  million  pounds  in  1950  to  269  million  pounds  in  1951» 
The  bulk  of  United  States  imports  of  apparel  wool  again  fell  in  the  over 
56' s  or  finer  category.    The  already  noted  decrease  in  shipments  from  South 
America  and  the  corresponding  increase  in  exports  from  the  three  Southern 
Dominions    are  evident  in  United  States  import  data. 
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FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 

OFFICE  OF  FOREIGN    AGRICULTURAL  RELATIONS 
UNITED  STATES  DEPARTM  ENT  OF  AG  RIGU  LTU  R  E 
WASHINGTON,  D.C. 


fW  5-52  November  24,  1952 

WORLD  WOOL  PRODUCTION  IN  1952 

World  vool  production  in  1952  is  estimated  at  4^170  million  pounds, 
grease  basis,  an  increase  of  approximately  140  million  pounds  over  I95I  pro- 
duction, according  to  the  semi-annual  wool  report  of  the  Office  of  Foreign 
Agricultural  Relations „    World  wool  output  has  increased  each  year  since  the 
postwar  low  of  3,710  million  pounds  in  1947o    Output  in  1952,  reflecting 
general  recovery  from  drought  in  several  countries,  will  not,  however,  be  up 
to  the  peak  production  of  4,200  million  pounds  reached  in  1941,    This  estimate 
includes  both  apparel  and  carpet  types. 


WOOL;    Estimated  world  production,  greasy  basis,  by  continents, 

averages  193^-40,  1946-50,  annual  194S-52 


Continent  | 

Avert 
1936-40 

:  1946-50 

I  1948 

1950 

:  1951 

;  1952 

Million 

J  Million 

r  Million 

:  Million; 

Million:  Million 

:  Million 

pounds 

;  pounds 

:  pounds 

;  pounds  s 

pounds 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

North  : 

t 

s 

Americao,  <>: 

452 

'i  309 

I  302 

i      270  : 

271 

I  271 

:  282 

Europe s..,.,; 

;  426 

:  433 

:      448  : 

465 

t  471 

:  479 

U,SoSaR,    5  »  « 1 

310 

:  303 

.  305 

.      315  ? 

325 

:  335 

!  370 

ASXa^  a«*«»ea* 

344  i 

;     356  1 

>     370    :     346  i 

362  J 

373  . 

388 

South  : 

America, 0 • : 

639  ! 

"     735  i 

685  : 

713  : 

725  1 

750 

;  749 

African  0 1  a « t* 

336  : 

282  ; 

279  ! 

283  s 

305  J 

328  : 

330 

Oceaniaoe,,,s 

ia66_j 

1,422  : 

1.398  : 

1.500  : 

1.482  1 

1,505  : 

1.575 

Total  1/. 

3.,  930  : 

3,900  ! 

3,770  S 

« 

3.880  ; 

f 

3^940 

4,030  : 

4,170 

1/  Rounded  to  tens  of  million  pounds.    Office  of  Forei^  Agricultural  Relations, 
November  24,  1952, 


Based  upon  estimates  of  the  spring  clip  in  the  Northern  Hemisphere  combined 
with  that  produced  in  the  season  beginning  July  1  or  October  1  of  the  same 
year  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere*    Pulled  wool  is  included  for  most  countries 
at  its  greasy  equivalent.    Late  each  spring  an  estimate  is  made  of  the 
Northern  Hemisphere  clip,  plus  a  forecast  for  the  Southern  Hemisphere,  Data, 
especially  for  the  Southern  Hemisphere,  are  reviewed  at  this  time  each  fallo 
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Most  of  the  increase  over  last  year  is  in  the  production  of  crossbred 
•wool.    Output  of  merino  wool  is  not  expected  to  show  any  appreciable  change 
and  only  a  slight  increase  in  carpet-type  wool  is  estiruated.    On  a  clean 
basis,  1952  world  wool  output  is  expected  to  yield  about  2,350  million 
pounds. 

Generally  favorable  weather  prevailed  during  the  v/inter  just  ended  in 
all  Southern  Hemisphere  producing  countries  with  the  exception  of  the  Union 
of  South  Africa  where  drought  brought  about  poor  feed  conditions.  Substantial 
recovery  from  losses  due  to  variable  weat.ier  conditions  in  1950-51,  in 
Australian  wool  output  is  indicated  while  on  the  other  hand  a  small  reduction* 
in  the  South  African  clip  is  estimated.    No  further  decrease  is  expected 
in  Argentina  where  production  had  been  cut  back  because  of  drought  in  the 
past  season. 

About  half  of  the  increase  in  1952  occurred  in  Australia  and  New  Zealand, 
one-fourth  is  attributed  to  U.S.S.H,  and  most  of  the  remainder  occurred  in 
India,  Turkey  and  the  United  States,    The  estimated  increase  in  world  wool 
production  reflects  practically  all  of  the  4  percent  gain  in  world  sheep 
numbers  reported  earlier  this  year, 

A  relatively  small  increase  over  the  2,260  million  pounds,  clean  basis, 
third  quarter  annual  rate  of  consumption,  projected  forward  over  the  next 
15  months,  would  lead  to  an  approximate  balance  between  world  production  and 
consumption.    On  the  other  hand,  the  presence  of  larc^er  than  normal  carry- 
over stocks  in  South  America  should  insure  an  aaequate  supplj'-  of  raw  v.-ool 
over  the  period. 

This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
production  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  Comnittee 
on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics,    It  is  based  in  part  upon  U,  S, 
Foreign  Service  reports. 
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